Congress of the nited States
Washington, BC 20515

March 13, 2014
To the Women of Afghanistan:

Over the past 12 years, Afghan women have made enormous strides in political
empowerment and participation, education, and health. While this progress has not been
without setbacks, you should take pride in what has been accomplished thus far. These
achievements will be the foundation of developing a sustainable peace in Afghanistan.

In October 2004, women were able to exercise their right to vote for the first time in
decades. There was also significant progress in Afghan law, with the 2007 release of the
National Action plan for women and the 2009 enactment of the Elimination of Violence
Against Women Act. Twenty-eight percent of the seats in parliament were held by
women in 2011. Just last year, women played a major role in representing Afghan civil
society at the Tokyo Conference with international donors.

While your progress has been inspiring, we are aware of the tremendous challenges
women and girls continue to face. A 2010 study by the Afghan Ministry of Public Health
found that twenty-one percent of Afghan girls are married before the age of fifteen. Child
marriage significantly raises the risks of girls developing health problems and ends their
education far too young. Only twenty percent of young women between the ages of
fifteen and twenty-four can read and write. Afghanistan ranks 158th in maternal mortality
with less than a quarter of women have skilled attendants present when giving birth.

As you continue to fight for equal opportunity, equal participation, and equal protection
under the law, we are committed to standing with you. We firmly believe that expanding
women and girls’ access to education, economic enrichment, and social mobility will
benefit not only the individual girl, but her whole community.

As the international community and the government of Afghanistan move towards the
post-2014 era, we pledge to continue to support policies and programs that empower

women and girls.

Barbara Lee
Member’of Congress Member of Congress

Sincerely,
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P

L —

osa DeLauro Colleen Hanahwusa
Member of Congress Member of Congress
b Yt P Aovaidhy
Chris Van Hollen Alan Lowenthal

Member of Congress Member of Congress




@ongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 13, 2014
sOMiladl U ) 4

AL ) Cimaa g calad ¢l S Ll (6 Jh dlail g5 Gl 5o 1 S0 sl A8 ladl U 4is Jlu VY
Sy gliea O a3l Al 4yl G 4 S Aadl i Lad o g ol jea W Rl e U Gl Oy AS g gl 0
gl gd Hlhuiladl _).\_)L\é\.}émw_,ﬁd\)gwb\

who S OB i L e saliid (g 1) B 3 2004 »sSH L il 5 ol el W sa 53 dgb b sl
b8 G by huiladl 58 2009 0 L) 4o Ciigda ade (el i 9 2007 o Gl 0l s
S b 4188 Jle 5o BB ag el Jal U daasd 2011 00 Jlalb la o S a0 Culin g Gy L3 gal

Canal 03 gai Ligh Aall (s (gl 5190 Ly S 58 (il SIS o (iiladl 2 daala ) Saial 53 031, 4f e

i olT exil g9, of b IR 5 (L) 48 (B wledlly ) L codg iy alell Led (sl i ydy aSlla
o33y 5 U Ol i de o Sy sy 48 ot 4L il dale Gaa @l 5y 2010 b sg
adaadle Qi gha 4y O ERS 3 1) Y5 (s (slel s 0l 25a g shed Culsih gl pa )l 2 gdie uage Sl
e 9 S 9 033 Gal O Ol s OB 2e ) oy L33 Bae Ll palad iy ) Ji a5 ey coala il 38
Olludladl g 35 g Lis 43 Jila (3¥ 5 gale S8 Hgumn 33 U e plen D) JieS 2l g 4Bl 5 g 02l g3 (Kl

..\)‘.\ J|J§(‘158 83y 0 yole Ciaa

Lo cabdia dalal \ij)@dﬁ&@&)@ﬂﬁ&}(d}@d‘)ﬁ‘ (s gbue sla L&m)&d\}hﬁ‘\&j)_’law
3 sslal (gl (i calad a4y 0 R0 9 U (oma s GhRE aa gl g Lisi L padly ali) Led U 4S afisn 2gaia
_J_,g.\ﬂ_,s.\'.)ia"\ml;u.amhg|)345~.‘g~)ﬁ$.\,_g\_)g‘5.\\_)ﬁ|&ﬁn‘\.}\.‘.’ﬁﬁ‘snm._;\d)aﬁ
Jusugl\;lj\&u‘haqucﬁj‘)yuiﬁ2014 O amg 590 Gk 4 liiladl CJJQJJA\&W\;@\AJJ
,ﬁl.nhJg.a:u.\_jLugAw\_,SL)o\_):'aJ_’QUjdsl_guMU)g

ol sial by

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



@ongress of the nited States
Washington, BE 20515

March 13, 2014

A3 A Oluiladl 3

S 4S9 (S D04 LEe 5 g (oS 03 (0SB sk b 3 A giladl S IS VY gyt
qu@u\)ﬁuy L\.Lg_ﬁ_j\i"_,iubﬂuy)];\54.33.\“\.!_,...»5_";c_,_’dac)u)ﬂau.\&ia)eb@,_lgﬂo)u.egé
.Eg_)SJJJ\SMJDJ\,‘\]QQJJJ‘,Jy,_lg)\.u\_,.\ééomuﬂ

Q.S ) i o sl iy A o)l Ui g el o (S Sl SISl 4y (S il gy S A JS Y F
Sade 5 AL S S AT 4 g Suge O S e o el A 3 Gl 0 S JS AY Y
Colyg 48 Olally 3 533 (S JS YV dy S Saa g ply 3 sl Gladl 0 pes i) 4y (5 pia 3 M5 5548
2 R 3 A (S ull IS 4y S 05 3 0 SOSS )y Al sl p 0 i S e gagd )0 S (S sl gy

Asigly oy o sias S a5 il 43 53

Faoms (o o) (A o> o b R gl g 3 e 063 (SIS aledl Kihay gulin o (e 0w
&u—ﬂswﬁ.\;\J@Jﬂ"ﬁuﬁ‘mﬁlﬁg}ﬁ@dﬁijﬁd&e“t\~ JQK'GJJ@L&QOM&A‘J.QJ
3 s shd gaS Aidial )3 gigl gl 3 05 3 (S sisai Ay Jo A8 4y Aigay gliin S 35S b3l 4da S
e Ghas sislS Cullyg sl o) Guldiy o o (e Aile JO Al o 43 (68 035 3 (5300 (S Hipia S 4y
O3:20 S US4y pualdll g ala 3 ) 3 A0 o) pp AR (A sl 0 o0 Y S Gl g Sl )

EAEE 2V OA (liiladl S 4y pa 4y gaisa 3 4l (58

BIRTY STIPETI TS = R e WP RUSTRPPL T R RITC SV YRR R SRV BULIPW . BIPQLE
343 Cullad 50100 5 ol (ool (5 S 00 (o2 sl UL D ASET 4y ige . g 09 SR T gulin 3 oa g 3gaia
(S5 A8 45 AP o8 a3y o a (s SR A5 40 40 LA gy gl 3 sigad gl A0
J@Jﬁjj}yc‘éaéd‘agﬂéﬁwm_,)_,&"~\fJd_,aomuﬂJ_,\Aﬂjd\_,gj@ms
(2 S Y L g gigad gl sA0 3 o 535S )5 a0 5045 Dl (53l S5 ) NS o (aaell) Y OB ska

Cadad y3 4y

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



