Conqress of the United States

Washington, BC 20515

July 1,2025

The Honorable Kristi Noem Mr. Todd M. Lyons

Secretary Acting Director

Department of Homeland Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20536

Secretary Noem and Acting Director Lyons,

We write to express concern and oppose the Trump Administration’s ongoing efforts to expand
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention capacity by awarding new
detention contracts using funds not approved by Congress.

The Administration is spending hundreds of millions of dollars to execute its reckless mass
deportation plans, run irresponsible publicity campaigns, and unconstitutionally remove
immigrants to foreign prisons without due process.' Congress recently increased ICE’s annual
budget by nearly $500 million through the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 Continuing Resolution, giving
the agency a $10 billion budget in total, with $3.9 billion for detention capacity.> According to a
recent solicitation, ICE envisions spending up to $10 billion on additional contracts over the next
two years for more ICE detention centers.” As Congress debates ICE’s FY 2026 budget, the
agency’s pattern of overspending must be brought under control.* Homeland Security Secretary
Noem admitted in May 2025 to spending far beyond appropriated levels, gambling that DHS
could get an extra $170 billion to supercharge immigration detention through the partisan
reconciliation bill that is still under debate.” This spending spree has been as inhumane as it has
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been costly to taxpayers, including approximately $259 million already awarded to enrich private
prison corporations to jail families since the start of Trump administration.® According to ICE
Acting Director Mr. Lyons, the Administration seeks to develop a deportation system that could
function "like Amazon, trying to get your product delivered in 24 hours."’

The forthcoming contract solicitations and awards pave the way for the expansion of detention
facilities operated by private prison corporations—companies that have contributed to the
President's election and have already profited significantly from detaining our neighbors and
loved ones, including infants and students.® For-profit prisons understand that the
Administration's actions benefit them. Geo Group founder George Zoley, whose company is the
country's largest private prison operator, told investors that, "the Geo Group was built for this
unique moment in our history and the opportunities that it will bring."® John Sandweg, a former
ICE acting director, said he expects “private contractors are going to make billions, legitimate
billions off this.”"

The Administration’s move to secure massive profits for its donors and corporate bosses through
mass deportations and detention is an ineffective, wasteful, and negligent enterprise. Research
shows that community-based case management alternatives to detention are far more cost-
efficient and effective at ensuring compliance with immigration requirements; doubling down to
expand a costly immigration detention system plagued by abuse and negligence is
irresponsible."

Furthermore, the expansion of ICE detention centers ignores years of reporting from federal
oversight agencies, civil society, and news outlets that many ICE detention facilities, especially
those operated by a private company, fail to comply with ICE’s required minimum standards of
care for people in detention. In some instances, the abuses and conditions detained people
describe potentially violate U.S. constitutional law around due process; federal law, including
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against forced labor and discrimination; and international treaties against torture and other cruel,
inhuman, or degrading treatment.'? Given recent reports of troubling trends and worsening
conditions in detention facilities, DHS and ICE must prioritize their responsibility to ensure U.S.
taxpayer funds are not misused to contravene individual liberty, fairness, and equality guaranteed
under U.S. law or to benefit entities that facilitate such acts.

Given the Trump Administration’s ongoing plans to expand ICE detention centers, its unabashed
overspending going to for-profit companies with a notorious track record of persistent abuse, we
are requesting comprehensive information on the Administration’s actions and their impact.
Please respond to the following requests and questions no later than July 11", 2025.

1. Please provide a list of the following records, produced or received since January 20,
2025:

a. Copy of ICE contracts awarded for detention and related services.

b. Copy of any proposals, solicitations and bids received for ICE detention and
related services.

c. Names of the state, county, and local governments or private companies that
responded to the Emergency Detention Related Services sourcing vehicle
solicitation that ICE posted in April 2025.

d. Names of proposed facilities or regions included in any bids or other responses to
the Emergency Detention Related Services solicitation.

2. What studies has ICE conducted to evaluate the feasibility of building new facilities in
specific communities versus utilizing existing detention facilities or prisons to detain
more individuals as described in the Emergency Detention Related Services sourcing

vehicle?
a. Please provide the results of the studies, including any environmental impact
assessments.

3. Provide the number of contracts under consideration, and for each, the type of facility,
the region, and the number of beds.

4. How will ICE follow all procurement laws and transparency and accountability
requirements required by the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)?

5. Does ICE have any plans to enter into any additional Intergovernmental Support
Agreements (IGSAs)?

6. How is ICE funding these contracts when it is exceeding its appropriated budget?
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7. Has DHS reprogrammed funding from other DHS agencies to ICE? If so, which agency
and what amounts were transferred?

Members of Congress have long demanded accountability for the abuses conducted in
immigration detention facilities and to end our reliance on for-profit corporations."”” We renew
that call today. DHS and ICE have been well aware of the conditions and treatment of detained
persons in ICE detention facilities.' It is a fact that this Administration seems to revel in. DHS
must cease its efforts to expand ICE detention and engage contractors and agreement-holders
who have systemically failed to meet basic standards of care and human decency.

I look forward to reviewing your prompt and thorough response.

Sincerely,
dfn
Deha C. Ramlrez MMonica Mclver
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar Juén Vargas

Member of Congress Member of Congress
chakowsky J Eleanor Holmes Norton

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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