DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CAUCUS

March 27, 2025

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol

Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson:

We write to express our grave concerns regarding the SAVE Act (H.R. 22) and its impact on
American women, particularly women who have legally changed their last names after marriage.
We urge you not to bring it to the House Floor for a vote. The SAVE Act is advertised as a bill to
prevent non-citizens from voting — a policy that is already law. In addition to being unnecessary,
this bill increases the burden of documentary proof to register to vote, which risks
disenfranchising millions of women voters by creating unnecessary bureaucratic barriers.

Nearly 70 million married women in the United States have taken their spouse’s last name, but
their birth certificates still reflect their maiden name. Updating a name on a birth certificate is not
part of the standard legal name change process. This accounts for about 25% of the U.S.
citizen voting population.' The SAVE Act does not provide guidance on how these women can
reconcile their proof of citizenship with their legal name, nor does it specify whether alternative
documents, such as a marriage certificate or legal name-change documentation, would be
accepted.

Women who take their spouse’s last name must go through multiple steps — first updating their
Social Security record, then their driver’s license — but their birth certificate remains unchanged.
The burden of additional paperwork and bureaucratic red tape will fall overwhelmingly on
women who are balancing careers, families, and other responsibilities — making voting

1 IRG. “The SAVE Act: How a Proof of Citizenship Requirement Would Impact Elections - Institute for
Responsive Government.” Institute for Responsive Government, February 2, 2025.
https://responsivegov.org/research/the-save-act-how-a-proof-of-citizenship-requirement-would-impact-elections/.



exceptionally difficult. In your home state of Louisiana, approximately 966,376> women lack
access to a valid birth certificate. Expecting millions of women to navigate yet another
complex process just to exercise their right to vote is an unnecessary barrier that will
disenfranchise millions of women voters.

Some may argue that women could simply obtain a U.S. passport to resolve this issue. More than
half of Americans do not have a valid U.S. passport.® In fact, in Louisiana, less than one-third of
citizens* have a valid passport. A new passport currently costs $165 while renewals cost $130.
Obtaining a passport also often requires taking time off of work, traveling to an acceptance
facility, and providing additional documentation — none of which should be prerequisites for
exercising the right to vote.

The right to vote is the cornerstone of our democracy. No American should be penalized for
making a legal and overwhelmingly common decision to change their surname. We urge you to
remove the SAVE Act from consideration and immediately address these issues to prevent
the disenfranchisement of American women voters.

Sincerely,
Téresa Leger Fermandez HlllaryLJ’ Scholten Emilia Strong Sykes
Chair Vice Chair Vice Chair
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2 Bedekovics, Greta, and Sydney Bryant. “The SAVE Act Would Disenfranchise Millions of Citizens.” Center for
American Progress, January 31, 2025. https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-save-act-would-disenfranchise-
millions-of-citizens/.

3 “Return to Pre-Pandemic Passport Processing Times” U.S. Department of State, December 18, 2023.
https://2021-2025.state.gov/return-to-pre-pandemic-passport-processing-times/.

4 Bedekovics and Bryant, “The SAVE Act Would Disenfranchise Millions of Citizens.”
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