
July 4, 2026

The Honorable John Thune
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Minority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Democratic Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressional Leadership:

On behalf of the Minnesota Congressional Delegation, we are pleased to submit the following
collection of 10 original photographs with accompanying letters from our delegation for inclusion
in the Semiquincentennial Congressional Time Capsule. We have selected these items because
they represent people, places, objects, and activities that hold significance in Minnesota and each
of our eight Congressional Districts in the year 2026 as our nation celebrates its 250th Anniversary.

Sincerely,

Amy Klobuchar
United States Senator

Tina Smith
United States Senator

Brad Finstad
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Tom Emmer
Member of Congress



Michelle Fischbach
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress
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AMY KLOBUCHAR 
MINNESOTA 

COMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, 
AND FORESTRY 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 

JUDICIARY 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

\tnitnl �tatrs �rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

July 4, 2026 

I can't think of a better photo to represent Minnesota than one of the State Fair-or as we call it, the "Great 

Minnesota Get-Together." The fair's origins go back to 1855 when a territorial agriculture exhibition was held to 

promote farming. In 1859, a year after it was granted statehood, Minnesota officially held its first State Fair. These 

days the fair brings nearly two million people together to the 322-acre fairgrounds located between Saint Paul and 

Minneapolis to enjoy music, 4-H exhibits, rides, educational and entertainment events, contests ranging from 

livestock judging to baking, crop art, and crafts, and of course, plenty of good-and often inventive-food. 

It's a tradition for me to kick off the State Fair by going through the gates early on Opening Day. I love trying the 

new foods and visiting with constituents in my booth. It's important to me-and so many other elected officials­

to hear from Minnesotans. Like many fairgoers, I also look forward to seeing Princess Kay of the Milky Way and 

her court of princesses sitting in a rotating booth while an artist carves their likenesses out of 90-pound blocks of 

butter, smiling and waving as crowds pass by. It is very Minnesota: serious about agriculture, and not too serious 

about itself. 

When you spend time at the fair, you realize it is not just an event, it is a reflection of who we are. From our 

Scandinavian and German roots to our Slovenians, Croatians, and Serbs on the Iron Range to our Latino, Liberian, 

Hmong, Somali, and Ethiopian communities, our state's rich heritage is represented at the fair. For 12 days at the 

end of summer, people from across the state walk the same paths. Just as importantly, they stand in the same lines, 

together-. whether it's to look at intricate crop art, stop at the corn roast, or ride the SkyGlider. 

In a world that can separate people, the Minnesota State Fair brings together people from every comer of the state 

to learn, connect, and celebrate. Years of hard work come down to minutes in the ring for the ranchers presenting 

their animals at the Coliseum and bakers displaying goods based on recipes passed down through generations. That 

respect for craft and skill runs deep in Minnesota. I've seen that same spirit across the state as I visit all 87 

Minnesota counties every year. Those visits-from small farming towns to growing suburban high-tech 

manufacturing businesses to new start-up immigrant-run businesses in Minneapolis and Saint Paul-feel a lot like 

walking the fairgrounds. You listen, you learn, you meet people where they are. 

When I think of the Minnesota State Fair, I don't see just an event. I see Minnesota at its most creative, innovative, 

hardworking, and welcoming. It is Minnesota at its best. A little chaotic and imperfect, but deeply committed to the 

idea that we are better together. 

Amy Klobuchar 

United States Senator 

Senator Amy Klobuchar is the first woman elected to represent Minnesota in the United States Senate and has 

served in the Senate since 2007. She is the lead Democrat on the Senate Agriculture Committee and a member of 

the Senate Commerce and Judiciary Committees. Senator Klobuchar is married to John Bessler. They have a 

daughter, Abigail. 
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