GOP Record on Manufacturing

While the Republicans are bringing up a minor bill on manufacturing, here is a brief overview of their record on manufacturing. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12.7 million manufacturing jobs have been lost since President Bush took office.  The manufacturing sector – a sector that historically has provided an important underpinning for our economy – has fared particularly badly under the Bush Administration..  The economy has lost 2.7 million manufacturing jobs since President Bush was inaugurated.   

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The manufacturing crisis is bad for our economy, industry, and workers.  These job losses in manufacturing are a major problem.  Manufacturing has long been key to the strength of our economy.  It provides good jobs and guarantees a high standard of living for America’s working families.  In fact in 2001, manufacturing workers’ earnings were 23 percent greater than those of workers in service sectors of the economy. 

With no manufacturing jobs plan, Republicans passed a bill to provide more tax breaks for multinational corporations that ship U.S. jobs abroad.  On June 17, House Republicans passed a corporate tax bill that provides $33 billion more in tax breaks for multinational corporations that ship U.S. jobs overseas. The Republican bill includes a large loophole that allows corporations to have foreign workers do most of the work to make a product and still reap benefits from a “domestic production” tax break, and includes billions of dollars in new tax breaks for the off-shore operations of U.S.-based multinational corporations.  Many major multi-national companies admit they lower their taxes “by investing more capital overseas” and the House Republican bill makes that problem worse.  Their plan replaces tax incentives to export American goods with tax incentives to export Americans jobs.

With no manufacturing jobs plan, the President’s Economic Report suggested that fast-food jobs be renamed manufacturing jobs.  The Administration’s answer to the manufacturing jobs crisis is to sprinkle old jobs with new titles. Rather than putting forward an economic plan to create good- paying U.S. manufacturing jobs, the President’s Economic Report suggested redefining fast food restaurants as manufacturers, so a person who flips burgers would be counted in the same job classification as an autoworker.  

With no manufacturing jobs plan, the Administration sought to promote an exporter of U.S. jobs as the new manufacturing czar.  The Administration planned to name Anthony F. Raimondo of Behlen Manufacturing as the much-delayed Assistant Commerce Secretary for Manufacturing and Services.  This was canceled when it came to light that he had laid off 75 U.S. workers in 2002, soon after announcing plans for building a major factory in Beijing, China.

